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Act now to secure federal funds for
dredging, environmental projects

it’s going to be tough. We’ll need to be on

There is absolutely no money in President
Clinton’s new budget for either the Port of
Oaklands 50' dredging project or for the
closely associated program to use the port’s
dredged material to create wetlands at what
used to be Hamilton Air
Field.

These programs were

our best game.
Here's the plan:

- Members of the Bay Dredging Action
Coalition should write immediately to Sen.

Feinstein, Pelosi need to hear from you

Dianne Feinstein, on the Senate
Appropriations Committee, and Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, on the House Appropriations
Committee, asking for support for the 50'
and Hamilton projects.

- BDAC will send a delegation to
Washington early in March.

- Congress will be accepting written testi-
mony in support of the projects. Watch for a
BDAC packet on how to
prepare such testimony.

The bottom line is that
neither the Port’s 50° foot

authorized last year under
the Water Resources
Development Act--after
much  heavy lifting by
BDAC and the labor, busi-
ness and environmental
communities.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Rep. Nancy Pelosi sit on
their chambers’ respective Appropriations Committees,
with authority to propose additions to the President’s
Budget.

The budget process in on a fast track. Our representa-
tives need to hear from us immediately in support of
funding for the 50’ and Hamilton projects

project nor the Hamilton
project will happen without
the federal funds. In their
absence the Bay Area will
simply not be able to com-
pete for its share of interna-
tional trade, and all the jobs

Now we’ve got to go back
to work to get the money.

It’s achievable. These proj-
ects have stron support at
home and in Congress. But

Sen. Dianne Feinstein
SH-331 Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510Rep.

Please fax a copy of your letter to BDAC at 510 663 0957

and economic benefits that
it produces.
Your support is
needed--now!

Nancy Pelosi
2457 Rayburn Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515

By Robert Cheasty, President
Bay Dredging Action Coalition

Bay Area business, labor and environmental communities have
shown repeatedly that we can work together to make dredging
projects happen, balancing commercial use of the Bay with the
need to maintain its environmental health.

We’ve come a long way. With your support, we are at the point
where, with a final push, we can have some confidence that the
perpetual “dredging crisis” will be resolved, and that the Bay
Area’s economic development will no longer be threatened by
“mudlock.”

With this in mind, the following work progam has been adopted
by the Steering Committee of the Bay Dredging Action Coalition
for the coming year.

* The Port of Oakland's 50 foot dredging project, along with the
rest of the Vision 2000 program, must be shepherded through the
regulatory process.

 Bay Dredging Coalition sets agenda for 2000

* The federal funds authorized last year for California dredging
projects must now be appropriated and made available for use in
the coming year. (See above)

* The multi-agency Long Term Management Strategy
Implementation Plan, which establishes voluntary guidelines for
upland, ocean and in-bay disposal, must be successfully complet-
ed. (See page 3)

* Upland disposal sites--Hamilton AFB and Montezuma
Slough--must be permitted, funded and brought on line.

We have our work cut out for us. But with your continued sup-
port we will achieve these goals over the next two years. Keeping
our oar in the water, we can successfully conclude a decade's
work to reinvigorate the maritime industry in the Bay Area.

None of this can go much further, however, without your finan-
cial support. If we are going to have a continued presence in
Washington, and present your point of view before the regulatory
agencies, we need you to renew you membership now.



Constructed and
in Operation 2003

San
Francisco
Bay

PORT OF OAKLAND
Vision 2000 Program

Vi Grand Ave

OAKLAND

!

andela Pkwy.&
Adeline St.

=

Market St l

 Oakland Inner Harbor Channel ’._ Sows

/\

Y

syl L)

_,-,l.—fr-'u

|
- : )

Jack Londan
Square

ALAMEDA

BDAC ask Gov. Davis to include

dredging funds in

A statewide coalition will soon ask Gov. Gray Davis to include
support for dredging in his FY 2000-2001 budget. The funds
would be used to meet the requirement that local agencies come
up with 25% of the funds to match the 75% federal share.

This is often beyond the reach of local ports and marinas. So
BDAC will be working with Bay Area legislators to include half

new state budget

lion. In the year 2010 alone. The business activity and jobs gener-
ated by the Port’s expansion will generate $27 milion in state tax
revenues.

It's also a necessary investment. California's competitors for
international trade--Washington State and British Columbia--pro-
vide substantial subsidies for dredging projects.

of the state match, or
12.5% of the entire proj-
ect, in the Governor’s
proposal.

It's a good invest-
ment. California ports,
harbors and related
businesses  contribute
over $8 billion per year
to federal tax and cus-
toms revenue.

The effect on state
revenues is proportion-
al.

The proposed state
contribution is $31 mil-

Middle Harbor environmental project
heads for spring BCDC hearing

The Port of Oakland's project to use dredged material to create wildlife habi-
tat in Middle Harbor is working its way through the regulatory process. i

The Project will use up to 7 million cubic yards of dredged material from the
Port of Oakland's channels to restore Middle Harbor as a productive habitat for
fish and foraging area for the California least tern.

In order to approve Middle Harbor restoration, BCDC must amend its regu-
lations to designate it as a site for reuse of dredged material.

Savings achieved by not having to haul this material to the ocean will allow
the Port to place the balance of its dredged material at a disposal site at
Hamilton Army Air Field or in Montezuma Slough, jump-starting these two key

wetland restoration projects.

BDAC is currently
meeting with.Bay Area
legislators, asking for
inclusion of these
dredging funds when
the state budget propos-
al is revised in May.

You can communi-
cate your support for
state funding to:

Gov. Gray Davis
State Capitol
Sactramento,CA
95814



Looking at the big picture

BDAC seeks balance, erX|b|I|ty
Bay dredging plans for new century

LTMS -- the Long Term Management Strategy for' Disposal
of Dredged Materials--was initiated in 1989 in response to
delays in securing dredging permits for Bay Area ports, marinas
and terminal dredging and projects..

"We needed a way to step back and take a look at the big pic-
ture,” according to Ellen Johnck,
BDAC Vice-President and Executive
Director of the Bay Planning
Coalition. “Every dredging proposal
was a crisis. Every agency, every
stakeholder, had its own agenda.”

LTMS, under the auspices of the
US Army Corps of Engineers,
brought all the regulators and other
stakeholders together -- including
BDAC -- to come up with a coher-
ent long-term plan to dispose of the
millions of cubic yards of material
which needed to be dredged over the next 50 years.

Nearly a decade later, the LTMS agencies proposed in 1998 a
comprehensive plan with yearly disposal targets as follows:

* 40% of the dredged material produced by Bay Area projects
to go to the federally authorized Deep Ocean Disposal Site 30
miles west of the Golden Gate.

* 20% to designated sites in San Francisco Bay.

* 40% at "upland" sites, to be used if possible in construction,
wetlands reclamation, landfill or for other “beneficial” purposes.

The lack of available multi-user upland disposal sites will be

agenda.”

"We needed a way to step back
and take a look at the big pic-
ture,Every dredging proposal
was a crisis. Every agency,
every stakeholder, had its own

remedied by the permitting of Hamilton Air Force Base and the
Montezuma Slough, but other sites must also be brought on line
to accommodate the expected volume of dredged material.

The LTMS Management Committee has agreed to use a "man-
agement"-- rather than a "regulatory" -- approach to achieving its
“40-40-20” goal. Regulatory agencies
will work with dredgers to meet this
standard, rather than establishing rigid
rules. BDAC is currently working to
ensure that such flexibility is part of the
final LTMS implementation plan.

"We must have assurances that practi-
cal and environmentally sound alterna-
tive disposal options will be available
before we implement 40% upland dis-
posal,” said BDAC President Robert
Cheasty in a recent letter to the LTMS
Management Committee.

“Until such sites are available, we can't really allocate hard vol-
ume targets to anyone without running the risk of having dredgers
caught without a disposal site when a large vessel is due in port.”

"We don't believe that the coalition which has taken LTMS this
far should face serious division over this matter. We urge a testing
period of three years to let the voluntary process work and to
determine if modifications are necessary.

Most important, the continuity of the consensus ensures that
the entire coalition wins.”

Dredging and the Bay Area economy

Data released recently by the Port of Oakland demonstrate the over-
whelming economic impact of the Port’s projected expansion:

Gain in new jobs: 1996-2010
Gain in business revenue

Gain in personal income

Gain in state/local tax revenue

source: Port of Oakland
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thanks to Ellen Johnck and the |
Bay Planning Coalition for many |
years of assistance and support |

in administering our program.
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